
The Chilkoot Bears

Description

We spent a lot of

our time visiting the Chilkoot River in Haines. This beautiful river is where the salmon run, and where
we found the Chilkoot bears, as well as eagles, seagulls and others vying for the nutrient-rich fish.

The Chilkoot is
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surrounded by forest and and empties into a lovely lake, the Chilkoot Lake, which in turn empties into
another section of river, where we visited frequently.

The rain was beginning to catch up with us and we had a

couple of pretty dreary, rainy days, but most days we made at least one visit looking for the bears. No
luck the first couple of times, but we finally spotted a sow and her cubs at the mouth of the Chilkoot
River where it then dumps into the Lukat Inlet.

These two cubs were our first grizzly cubs of the year! We saw several black
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bear cubs back in Yellowstone and we saw quite a few grizzly bears in Yellowstone and Denali, but no

grizzly cubs.

Grizzly bear cubs have an adorable feature, they have white fur around their necks. Since they are
born early in the year, during the sow’s hibernation, the white fur is almost gone on one of the cubs,
but the other still has an almost complete white collar.

We watched the sow and cubs fishing along the beach. Then we saw another bear on the other side of
the river mouth, also feeding. The other bear was working his (we assumed he was a male) way
towards the beach where the sow and cubs were.

All of a sudden, he
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got in the water and started swimming towards the beach.

When the sow realized this, she started running

in the opposite direction with her cubs, until we could no longer see her. That is when we confirmed
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that the other bear was in fact a male.
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Males take over the best feeding areas, and sows move

along to the next best areas, in this case closer to the humans. Male bears will also sometimes prey on

bear cubs, so the sows do not want their cubs near the males.
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We found the sow and cubs feeding on a beach by a neighborhood that is located between the river
and the inlet. There were a lot of people around and after she fished for a while, the sow looked like
she wanted to move back to her original spot.
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At one point, she began to head back with her cubs, apparently unaware of the male bear who was
partially submerged in the water fishing.

Then, when she and the cubs spotted the male bear they ran back. This happened twice. Finally, she
decided to head to the river, where she and the cubs continued to fish.
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